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i One of the word’s largest brewers wanted to
| improve its customer response and reduce
warehouse operating costs. To accomplish
i these long-term goals, a team of corporate
i engineers, local brewery personnel, and the
i supplier set out to evaluate the feasibility of
i high density storage (HDS).

Some of the primary considerations included
i project location choice, impact to current
i warehouse operations, and how it affected
i current truck parking capability

i due
i available. Further, it needed to
i reduce truck turnaround time
i while minimizing the number of
trucks on the property at any

to the limited space

| Storage and Retrieval System

| (AS/RS) that use seven 4000 Ib capacity
. Storage and Retrieval Machines (SRMs).
i Importantly, the SRMs shuttle 2 pallets per lift.
i The 98-ft high rack supported structure can
i hold 12,936 pallets with a throughput rate of

ember of the | 680 pallets per hour.

GVS Product | Aqgitionally provided were 40 Automated

S_eclﬁl‘;n O(fl?he . Guided Vehicles (AGVs) that also feature dual
pie I:Eusl;? . pallet handling. These AGVs travel 7,200t of

i wireless guidepath and include 2 sizing

Handling two beverage
pallets at a time, both for
transportation and
storage, provided the
brewer with ability to turn
the entire warehouse in
less than two days.

National Brewer’s
Automation Reduces Loading
Time to Less Than an Hour

Features/Benefits Provided:

¢ Reduced load time for
wholesalers trucks

* Reduced product damage

e Improved product aging
control (product freshness)

* Reduced operating costs

stations, 32 ten-pallet load queuing
rails, and an automatic battery
management system.

The automated system handles pallet
transportation and storage from the
palletizer lines until they are needed at
the shipping docks. The AGVs pick up
pallet pairs of common product type
from the palletizers for delivery to the
AS/RS. When a wholesaler’s truck
arrives at the check-in station, an order
is released to the
system and the SRMs
and AGVs begin to
retrieve and deliver the
specified pallets. By the
time the truck arrives at
the dock, pallets of
product are waiting to
be loaded.
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